RUSSIA AND THE WEST IN IRAN

fair, peaceful arrangements will be made between the Government
and the people of Azerbaijan for the carrying out of improvements
in accordance with existing laws and in benevolent spirit toward the
people of Azerbaijan."

The details concerning the oil company were contained in the
letters exchanged on the same day between Qavam and Sadchikov,
the new Soviet Ambassador to Iran. The Soviet government would
acquire 51 per cent and the Iranian government 49 per cent of the
company's stock. The agreement would be valid for twenty-five years,
after which the Soviet and Iranian governments would each possess
50 per cent of the stock. This arrangement would hold for another
twenty-five years.

Thus a settlement was reached between Iran and Russia, but at a
heavy price. The British press regarded it as a Soviet triumph and
even suspected that a secret agreement might be hidden behind it.
The comment of the London Sunday Dispatch of April 7 was typical
of British editorials: "Russia got most of what she wants in fact, if not
in form, while Soviet troops were still in Persia. The oil agreement
will not be formalized until the Persian Parliament gives its consent.
But there is no such parliament and the next elected will, it is under-
stood, contain a sufficient number of pro-Soviet deputies to insure that
the oil concessions go through."

NEGOTIATIONS AND AGREEMENT WITH
AZERBAIJAN

Once the oil agreement had been extorted, the Soviet government
was interested in bringing about an agreement between the central
government of Iran and the Azerbaijan rebels as soon as possible.
Such an agreement would permit Azerbaijan, as an Iranian prov-
ince, to send a substantial number of deputies to the Majlis, who,
together with other pro-Soviet elements, would ensure the ratification
of the oil deal. On his part Qavam, anxious to reach an agreement
with Tabriz, announced on April 22 a seven-point program for the
return of .Azerbaijan to the jurisdiction of the Iranian state. The
program, while conceding many points to local autonomy, made it
clear that Azerbaijan must be returned as an integral province of
Iran.
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